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 October 17, 2011              

In this issue:  Upcoming Events  

Oct. 20 Coffee with the Head  8:45 AM 

 Victorian Farmhouse 
 

Oct. 25 Box Top/Soup Labels Submission Deadline 
 
Oct. 26- Parent - Teacher Conferences, 
Oct. 27 SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS 

 
Oct. 28 SCHOOL CLOSED for Fall Break 
 

Nov. 1 Monthly Tuition Installment Due 
 
Nov. 1 Middle School Parent Education: Erdkinder 

 6 - 7:30 PM  Middle School 
 Please RSVP for event and/ or childcare by
 November 28 to Lisa Rimmel 

 

Volume 5 , Issue 9 

FROM JUDITH CUNNINGH AM,  HEAD OF SCHOOL  

Headlines from Oak Farm Montessori School        
502 Lemper Road  Avilla, IN  46710                 www.oakfarm.org                   260-897-4270                                                     

Our mission is to provide a Montessori environment that inspires children to reach their potential through meaningful work. 
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Fall marks the universal school moment for parent-

teacher conferences. The Independent School  

Association of the Central States (ISACS), our  

accrediting organization, has shared this article about 

how to make the most of parent-teacher conferences 

by Michael Thompson, Ph.D., the author of  The  

Pressured Child: Helping Your Child to Achieve Success in 

School and in Life, and co-author of Raising Cain:  

Protecting the Emotional Lives of Boys. It is re-printed 

with permission. 

 

1. Remember the F-word: Focus. The aim of a    

parent-teacher conference is for adults to build a 

mutually respectful alliance that will support a 

child's (sometimes difficult) journey through 

school. Kids thrive when they feel the adults in 

their lives see them in the same way. Parents and 

teachers should try to use the precious minutes of 

a conference to reach agreement about a child's 

strengths and challengesñand how to respond to 

each. 

2. Be there. We expect our children to attend 

school every day. Research shows that they do 

better academically when both parents attend 

conferences and PTA meetings. A parental        

no-show sends a message to a child that maybe 

school isn't such a high priority, or perhaps that 

they aren't. 

3. Leave your old school baggage at home. We all 

have memories of teachers and classes that made 

us miserable. It's important to set those aside and 

approach your child's teacher as a peer and     

partner. Assume a teacher wants to see your child 

 

Letter from Judith          

 
Fall Festival Recap 

 
Lessons in Practical Life 
End Times Spasm Band 
 

From Primary 1 
Yearbook Update 
 

Middle School News 
 
Cross Country Wrap-Up 

Yearbook Messages  
 
Yearbook Message Order 

Form 

 

1-2 

 
2 

 
3 
3 
 

4 
4 
 

5 
 
6 

6 
 
7 

 

succeed in school and lifeñjust as you do. The 

respect you show a teacher is contagious and will 

find its way back to your child. 

4. Use a report card as a tool, not a centerpiece. 

Turn any review of grades or other evaluations 

into an opportunity to ask what's working and 

what's not for your child, and the teacher's obser-

vations. Do not dwell on the grade itself and do 

not attempt to pressure a teacher to change a 

grade, especially at a conference.  

5. Share insider information: Tell the teacher what 

you know about your child as a learner. You've 

seen plenty. You know what motivates your child, 

what has worked with teachers in the past, and 

what your child loves and hates about school. 

Also, tell your child's teacher about your hopes 

and fears for your child. All parents worry from 

the day they send their children off to Kindergar-

ten, and on through high school. No parent ever 

has all the information they'd like to have about 

their child's school life. When you articulate your 

concerns and wishes, it alerts a teacher to some-

thing important about your child's life. That infor-

mation can help a teacher fine-tune instruction or 

interactions to be more effective for your child. 

6. Ask about the things that matter most. Go be-

yond grades. Ask about your child as a citizen of 

the classroom. Is he or she respectful of adults 

and other students? Not every child is going to be 

a brilliant student, but brilliant or not, you want 

your child to be a loving, respectful, productive 

citizen who can live in community with others. 

Ask about your child's social life in school. Ask 

Continued on page 2 
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whether she or he has friends, is part of a group, knows how to socialize and work respectfully with other 

children. How your child functions with other  people is going to make a big difference in later life. 

7. Ask what you can do. Ask how you can support your child's success without micromanaging or rescuing him 

or her from mistakes and the valuable lessons they offer. 

8. Trust your childõs development. Try relaxing a little and having faith in your child in your childõs journey 

through school. 

 

Parent-teacher conferences are the moments when both teachers and parents feel the strength of the partner-

ship that it takes to support a child to reach his or her potential. 

Continued from page 1 

LETTER FROM JUDITH  

Wow what a beautiful day Fall Festival turned out to be! The school looked 

like a picture right out of a magazine with orange, red, and yellow leaves 

adorning the trees and the leaves rustling under foot as families enjoyed 

walking along the trails in the woods. Families littered the grassy hills of the 

Oak Farm campus with picnic blankets and enjoyed visiting with others 

while eating their picnic lunches. Violin music could be heard along with 

singing from the students. An impromptu game of football could be seen 

next to children twirling on the tire swing. The smiling faces of the children 

were enough to make us all aware of how much fun they were having.  

 

The Dekalb Horsemanõs Association brought their chuck wagon and made 

soup over an open fire and corn bread in cast iron skillets. Everyone could 

enjoy samples of the good food. The folks who ran the chuck wagon and the 

antique farm equipment were on hand to answer lots of questions and let 

the children grind corn or use an old corn shucker to take the corn off the 

cob. What a work-out that was! Several of the children had a difficult time 

doing these activities and quickly learned how difficult it would have been to 

live back in the old days.  

 

We all enjoyed hay rides either to the Middle 

School or over to the Arts Center. The  

wagons were either pulled by a team of mules 

or draft horses. Both teams were very friendly 

and allowed the children to touch them. They 

are very large and quite intimidating. Everyone 

seemed to have a good time.  

 

Thanks to all the families who made the pump-

kins that decorated the lawn. They were very 

creative.  

 

Happy Fall from your OFPO president Terri 

Clark.  

By Terri Clark, OFPO President  

BEAUTIFUL WEATHER MA KES FOR MEMORABLE FALL 

FESTIVAL  
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In the Primary classroom there are many lessons that revolve around what is 

called Practical Life. These lessons may seem menial to the adult observer, as 

they are lessons such as hand washing, cloth washing, table scrubbing, chair scrub-

bing, etc. But, all of these lessons (and many more) are very valuable to a child in 

the Primary environment. It may seem like the materials are designed to help 

keep the children as well as the environment clean. Sometimes that is a benefit; 

however, there is much more built within practical-life òworksó. One thing to 

take notice of is that most of the lessons are given in almost complete silence 

with little or no words spoken at all. It builds a connection between the child and 

the work; the less the adult talks the more concentrated the child is on the    

motions and the process. There are some preliminary lessons that must be given 

prior to a lesson with a longer process. Each of these Practical-Life lessons builds 

upon one another and helps to build the childõs concentration. There are differ-

ent levels of Practical Life to challenge and appeal to the child throughout his or 

her Primary experience. This in turn prepares the child for later lessons through-

out the Primary environment as well as in the Elementary environment.  

 

One example of this is the lesson on cloth folding. Cloth folding is a set of 4 

cloths marked with guided lines that assist with folding. The first cloth has a 

horizontal line that divides it into two equal parts (making equal rectangles), 

the second cloth has 2 lines coming from the midpoint of sides to center 

(making 4 squares and when folded makes a smaller square), the third cloth 

has a line from corner to corner dissecting on the diagonal (making two equal 

triangles), and the fourth cloth has 2 lines from corner to corner diagonally 

crossing in the center (which makes 4 equal triangles and when folded makes a 

smaller triangle.) At first this exercise of folding may seem like it is something 

that could be skipped over or hold little value once the child has òlearned to 

foldó. It is a preliminary work that allows to the child to be able to fold cloths 

within the room to use again for the Practical-Life works. We could stop there 

with that as the only reason to introduce cloth folding to a child. However, 

cloth folding offers much more to the child than just being able to fold. The 

first experience with cloth folding will allow the child to see the similarities between a rectangle, square, and 

the triangles that have been made when folded on the lines. They will have indirectly experienced horizontal 

lines, bisecting lines, parallel lines, midpoints, diagonals, equivalency, and so much more. The child will also have 

his very first introduction to fractions; this all at the age of 3! Although we do not point this out to a child of 3, 

it is soaked up by him and then easily applied when he is later introduced to these same ideas throughout the 

classroom and even into the world outside.  

 

It is easy for the adult to dismiss the value of Practical Life. However, the process and the application is a great 

asset to the childõs developing mind. 

A CULMINATION OF PRA CTICAL L IFE LESSONS  

By Lyndy Poyser, Primary 4 Teacher  

Gavin scrubs a table in 

Primary 4.  

With an arsenal of vintage sounds and their Sunday best, The End Times Spasm Band revives the spirit of 1920s and 30s 

dance music, classic female blues singers, and New Orleans jazz. Whether entertaining crowds on street corners or high 

society restaurants, End Times breathes new life into the Great American Songbook and spurs even skeptical audiences 

onto the dance floor. End Times Spasm Band - About  http://endtimesspasmband.com/about/  Accessed Monday 

October 17, 2011. 

 

What is a spasm band?  A spasm band is an old-time jazz band, flourishing especially in the late 19th century. The 

first spasm bands were formed on the streets in New Orleans. The band members would often improvise      

instruments of found objects, such as cigar boxes, barrels, kazoos, whistles, and jugs. Spasm bands were also 

known to march in the streets while performing. Please check out their website www.endtimesspasmband.com 

By Jillian Chaulk, OFPO Representative  

òMIDNIGHT IN PARISó PRESENTS.  .  .  END T IMES SPASM BAND  

http://endtimesspasmband.com/about/
www.endtimesspasmband.com
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The leaves outside our window have turned a crimson red and the changes 

have not gone unnoticed by the children. Push brooms have been replaced 

with rakes, and wheelbarrows are filled to the brim with loads of colorful 

leaves. Fall is already upon us and it is hard to believe that eight weeks of 

school have passed us by.  

 

Did you know that we watched a caterpillar make its metamorphosis from 

larvae to butterfly?  The children squealed with delight as the first student 

noticed the change was complete and quickly shared the news! A favorite 

afternoon pastime for many is gardening with Sandy. They have returned 

from walks in the woods with puffball mushrooms, acorns, fresh basil,   

interesting insects, and lots of stimulating conversation.  

 

As our older students return with confidence and excitement to the 

classroom, they seek out opportunities to practice beginning lessons 

with the first-year students. This òteachingó is the final step in mas-

tery of a lesson and is a beautiful experience to observe. A lot of 

work in our classroom is discovery; of the material and of the child. 

The first time the child realizes that there are 10 cubes in the pink 

tower and 10 prisms in the brown stairs they start looking around 

the room to òdiscoveró other material that also contains 10 pieces. 

Imagine learning the  

foundation of the decimal   

system as effortlessly as 

one would learn to spell his 

or her name.  

 

Maria Montessori created 

an environment for the children that is self correcting and preparatory 

for the work to come. Your children may not realize the importance 

of our prepared environment, but much like the metamorphosis of the 

butterfly it nurtures them and helps them spread their wings. We look 

forward to growing and learning with your child this year! 

     

 

Bella shows Alek flower arranging.  

The butterfly is released!  

Aidan S. creates a pattern with the 

number rods.  

FROM THE PRIMARY 1 C LASSROOM  

By Nikole Albright, Primary 1 Teacher  

The yearbook committee has made many positive steps towards bringing our yearbook closer to you. We have 

signed with Walsworth Publishing and our representative, Valerie, is committed to making this a positive         

experience for all, and that includes you, the parents. 

  
Yearbooks will go on sale soon at a cost of $15 per book for all pre-ordered books. They will contain a durable 

soft cover. The Yearbook Class has been working to finalize a theme for the book; the ideas they have are     

exciting! Look for order information to be distributed before the end of October. The yearbooks will be               

delivered to us before the end of this school year, so you will have the summer to be able to reflect on all of the 

wonderful memories we are making right now! Quantities are limited so donõt be left out. 

  

By Kelly Elias, Yearbook Advisor  

YEARBOOK PRODUCTION MOVES FORWARD  
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CROSSING THE BRIDGE.  .  .  FROM SERVING OT HERS TO 

MOVING THE COOP  

By Ethan, Elijah, Hope, Isaac, Maddie, Matthew; Middle School Communications Advisory  

On Wednesday, October, 5 a small group of Middle School   

students traveled to Wallen Road in Fort Wayne and visited the 

Dare to Dream Horse Ranch. This ranch rescues abused and 

mistreated horses and then lets children come, according to their 

mission statement, to òdiscover the heart of a horse.ó  The    

students were given a tour and told all the stories of the horses. 

The students then chose different projects, either building a shed 

for the ponies or pulling weeds. After that, the ranch staff 

showed the students how to groom and train a horse by free-

lunging inside a round pen. The students were allowed to ask 

questions about the ranch and horses in general. We finished off 

the afternoon by each student feeding a horse a treat. The       

students were excited to go on this exploratory field trip and 

hope to visit again and help the ranch continue its mission.  
At Dare to Dream Youth Ranch, Spirit (the 

horse) stands amiably for a grooming 

demonstration.  

In farming news, last week we began moving the chicken coop from Lower Elementary to the Middle School. We 

need the coop because of our farm plans to purchase chickens for egg-laying and butchering. Last week we com-

pleted the preliminary work to prepare the coop for the move. We used a lever to pick up the chicken coop, 

which took a lot of power, and then pushed round fence posts underneath it to make it mobile. We then 

worked together to push and pull the coop on runners to the edge of the driveway where it awaits  

transportation to the Middle School by trailer. As you can see in the photos below, we were successful! 
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CROSS COUNTRY SEASON ENDS ON A HIGH NOTE  

By Marta Wysong, Cross Country Coach  

The 2011 Cross Country season crossed the 

finish line on a high note last Thursday when 

the Falcons competed in their final meet of the 

season at Blackhawk Christian School. After 

running in multiple dual- or tri -way meets, the 

Blackhawk Invitational's nine competing teams 

and over 150 runners provided lots of  

excitement and adrenaline for Oak Farm. The 

entire team ran very well with almost all of the 

runners earning a PR, or Personal Record, in 

the 3 kilometer race. Mariano finished in 7th 

place in the 7th/8th grade boys' race, shaving 40      

seconds off of his previous PR to run 12:04. 

Peyton ran well by finishing 31st in the same 

race with a time of 14:18. Ben  held his own in 

the 5th/6th grade boys' race, running a lifetime 

best of 14:19. For the ladies, Desi led the way 

with a huge PR of 15:13 and Erinrose perse-

vered in the 5th/6th grade girls' race with a 

time of 20:25. Overall, it was an outstanding 

end to a fun season. Anytime a runner gains a 

new Personal Record is an occasion to         

celebrate, and there is no better time to do it 

than the final meet of the season!  

The 2011 Cross Country team included runners from Oak 

Farm and St. Maryõs School in Avilla. 

 

Top Row (Left to Right): Coach Marta Wysong, Ben, 

Mariano, Peyton  

Bottom Row (left to right): Erinrose, Teresa Breckler, Jessica 

Norden, Desi, Bridget Breckler  

The students in the Yearbook Class would like to offer a way for parents, grandparents, and teachers to include a 

personal message to a special person or group. We are offering personal-message space for sale at a variety of 

cost/sizes. The prices are as follows: 

 

 $10.00 = 1/8 sheet (approximately a business card size) 

 $20.00 = 1/4 sheet 

 $40.00 = 1/2 sheet 

 $80.00 = Full sheet 

 

For those students who participate in activities and events outside of Oak Farm this will provide a way to show-

case that information. This is also a great way for mom and dad to give a personal message to their child, for 

them to be able to remember as a special part of this school year. Another idea is using a baby picture of your 

child(ren) to compare with their current school picture. Whatever the message, we want to make sure you get 

the chance to share it! 

 

Please fill out the Personal Message Order Form found on the following page and in Parents Web (Renweb.com> 

Parents Web login> School Information> Resource Documents> Yearbook Personal Message Order Form. Hand 

the completed form in to your childõs classroomñthe teachers will be sure to get the form to the Yearbook staff. 

We have not set a deadline as to when these must be turned in by, but this section of the yearbook will be  

finished by Winter Break.  

PUT A  PERSONAL MESSA GE IN THIS YEARõS YEARBOOK! 

By Macy McNaughton, Yearbook Advisor  


