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Our mission is to provide a Montessori environment that inspires children to reach their potential through meaningfyj work.
FROM JUDITH CUNNINGH AM, HEAD OF SCHOOL

The Benefits of An Oak Farm Montessori
School Education

502 Lemper Road Awvilla, IN 46710

Our school year began with
happy, shining faces of children
and adults. How will those
bright expectations play out in
their classrooms? As a parent,

you may be
child be
wor |l d6o?

A Montessori education pre-
D | pares children for life, which

] means igniting the potential in
each student to be self
confident, independent learners
who seek their own answers to
questions and know how to

collaborate with others.

Cassidy is eager to
begin her first day
of school.

. Montessori education is de-
signed to prepare children to
think, act, and acquire
knowledge for themselves in a
way that is very different from
what most children experience
in many traditional classrooms.
Montessori students are pre-
pared to analyze questions and
provide thoughtful responses
and to not just fill in the blanks

Gracie (seated) and
Gretta join their
classmates in Upper
Elementary for
lunch.

www.oakfarm.org

only to think outside the box, but to examine whether
or not there isa box, and to wonder if another shape
would be more appropriate than a box. In short, they

learn to apply critical thinking.

Now, is Montessori designed to prepare children for the
6real worl d&6? That can be
the Sergey Brin and Larry Page, the founders of Google,

t h i nbBoth of whom attviiute their sugcess to their
pr ep ar ModtesSoad educhtiore Sindilar ecanments have been

made by Oscar winner, Morgan Freeman; Amazon.com
founder, Jeff Bezos; and many more. Not that the real
world means becoming the founder of a successful com-
pany or winning an Oscar. The real world means doing
meaningful work that makes you happy, and being good
at it. It also means being a concerned citizen who appre-
ciatesthai r egar dl es s difwelivaiea s

global society.

At Oak Farm Montessori School we see your child as
the inheritor and custodian of our world. We recognize
that it is our responsibility to you and your child to pro-
vide the finest possible Montessori education.

Journey and Discovery

On Saturday September 18from 8:30 AM- 1:00 PM,

our classrooms will be filled with parents ready to dis-
cover how Montessori education inspires their child to
learn and become the person they were meant to be.
This Journey and Discovery is our most important
Parent Education event. Please call the school to regis-

on tests. They are prepared not ter.

z
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NEW ONE -HOUR SCHOOL -DELAY POLICY IN EFFECT
Submitted by Sarah Shanton -Cox
Notice of weatheremergency closings or delays will be broadcast on the following radio and TV stations:

WOWO (1190 AM Ft. Wayne)
WMEE (97.3 FM Ft. Wayne)
Fort Wayne television stations 15, 21, and 33.

Whenever possible, the decision to delay the start of school in the morning or to close school will be made the
evening before or no later than 6:00 AM/hen a school delay is called, the delay is from 8:30 AM.

Oak Farm has adopted aHour delay policy which means that on schaolelay days, school will begin at 9:30
AM. This change in policy will allow the school to be open on delay days feddaBtudents and will allow the
school lunch program to open as well.

In order to ensure the safety of students, parents, and faculty, Oak Farm will also use the AlertNow Service to
notify parents of the cancellation of Early Care. In the event that only Early Care is cancelled for a given school
day, those affected students may arrive at the normal arrival time for their level.

Notice of delays and closures will be made by radio and television broadcasts. Parents will be notified by phone
using the SafTNet AlertNow ServicBlease note that if a 1 -hour delay is called on the evening before

school, parents will be called using the SafTNet AlertNow Service. Parents will then be expected

to watch the local news channels or listen to the local radio channels for any changes to the

school 8ds status. Parents wil!/l be called once for e

If a Level 1 weather emergency is declared for Noble County, a morning delay, early dismissal, or closure will be

at the discretion of Oak Farm based upon the safet]|

If a Level 2 or Level 3 weather emergency is declared for Noble County, school will be closed.

If the decision is made for early dismissal, parents will be notified using the SafTNet AlertNow Service as well as
by radio and television broadcasts. Please make sure Oak Farm+@asiafe emergency contact numbers.

If Oak Farm is open and you are uncomfortable driving, do not bring your child to school. Use your own discre-
tion. Please keep in mind that the safety of our faculty, parents, and children will be the determining factor in our
decision.

SafTNet AlertNow Service

Oak Farm has contracted with SafTNet to provide notification to parents and guardians in the event of a delay,
closure, or emergency. On the enrollment forms, parents are asked to provide one phone number to be called
for school delays and closings. A list of these numbers will be created and used for notifying parents of school
delays and closings. A second list of all phone numbers for parents and guardians will be generated. This list will
be used to alert parents in the event of an emergency at Oak Farm.




YOU'RE INVITED TO MEET, Enjoy MUNCHIES, AND MINGLE!

Who: All Members of the OFPO (Members = All Parents of Oak Farm Montessori
School), Staff and Specialists of Oak Farm.

What: The Oak Farm Parent Organization (OFPO) Kick - Off Event
When: Thursday, September 9th, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Where: Victorian Farmhouse Multipurpose Room

Why: To catch up with old friends while making new ones.

To experience how becoming a part of the Oak Farm community benefits each
and every student of Oak Farm Montessori School.

To become a part of history, as well as the future, during a special program
every attendee will participate in during this event.

More details will follow!

Child Care: Child Care is available for Primary through Elementary -aged
Oak Farm students. You must sign up by Friday, September 3 “ by 3:00 p.m.
Cost is $5.00 per child, please make checks payable to Oak Farm Montessori

School.

Sign up for child care by contacting Kelly Elias at (260) 897 -4270 ext. 25204,
or emailing kelias@oakfarmschool.com

For questions about the event contact Jackie Henry, OFPO President, at
jhenry7@yahoo.com

Feel free to dress casually and comfortably for what promises to be a fun and
memorable evening.
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FALL MUSIC UPDATE
By Elizabeth Smith, Music Specialist
\.;#2-‘ '»A. _. PF.A

Hello to all my new friends at Oak Farm! | am thrilled to be here this year to provide
music instruction for students in Upper Elementary and Middle School. This semester,
Upper Elementary students will study Music in four basic areas: Music as a Language
(basics of theory and sightnging), Music History and Culture, Musical Genres, and
Musical Expression. Students in Middle School will express themselves through Song
Writing and Music Performance this semester, having the opportunity to form their
own band and learn to compose, perform, and record their own music.

Upper Elementary and Middle School students will also have the opportunity to partici-
pate in an extrecurricular choral ensemble from 3:30 to 4:30 PM on Tuesdalys.

first Oak Farm Youth Choir practice will take place on Tuesday, September 7th, at the
Arts Center on Green Drive A $25 annual participation fee will cover the cost of our
sheet music and other items. To register, please phone Kelly at (260%3%d ext.

25204 or emaikelias@oakfarmschool.cam

Elizabeth anliﬁh isthe  Guitar lessons will also be offered after Labor Day on an individual basis before or after
Bgsgr E’gﬁ;iﬁ;y school. Parents of students who are interested in individual guitar lessons may phone
and Middle School me at (260) 318760 or emaik_smith@mchsi.corto schedule an initial interview and

students. lessons.

PARENT ORIENTATION MATERIALS AVAILABLE IN
VICTORIAN FARMHOUSE FOYER

By Patty Fulk, Volunteer Coordinator

Oak Farm Montessori School held its annual Parent Orientation on Monday, August 23rd. During the meeting,
faculty provided timely and pertinent information regarding the needs of students and parents. Displays were set
up in the multipurpose room featuring the materials listed below. If you still need a copy of any of these items,
they are available in the Victorian Farmhouse foyer.

Parent Education Initiative Brochure

Our job at Oak Farm Montessori School is to ignite and nourish the potential that resides in both child and par-
ent. To accomplish this in our supportive learning environment, we have created a Parent Education Initiative
designed specifically to enrich your skills as a parent and as a person. This brochure fully describes all Parent
Education events for the upcoming school year.

Oak Farm Parent Organization Brochure
This brochure was designed to introduce each parent to the OFPO (Oak Farm Parent Organization), our mis-
sion, and how each parent can get involved with Oak Farm Montessori School.

Oak Farm Window Decal
Our new, cling window sticker can easily be removed and transferred and will help increase visibility for Oak
Farm.

Complimentary Golf Discount Coupon to Cobblestone Golf Course - our gift to you.

Oak Farm Volunteer Needs List for August and September
Many parents have been asking for an opportunity to voluntégak Farm has hired Patty Fulk as the Volunteer
Coordinator to help this processalongt hi s | i st was compiled for you to

schedule.
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SUZUKI VIOLIN LESSON S OFFERED AT OAK FARM

Suzuki Violin lessons are starting this week at Oak Farm. If you
are a parent, teacher, or caretaker and have young children

that might be interested, please contact me about observing

our lessons in the Victorian Farmhouse library on Tuesday
mornings. My name is Emily Thompson, and | am a professional
violinist who has taught in the Indiana University String Acade-
my, the Indianapolis Academy of Music. | also have a private
studio in Fort Wayne, IN.

The Suzuki method emphasizes parent involvement, developing
a musical environment from the early years, and the idea that
every child can develop his or her talent in music using positive
reinforcement and many repetitions of foundational skills. Dr.
Shinichi SNururedkby Boseprovmes la fantastic
background for you to read about Dr. Suzuki and his philoso-
phy in working with children.

John learns about a violin bow at his first
Suzuki Violin lesson with Emily.

| would love to talk to you about this method and answer your questions about violin lessons. My contact infor-
mation is: emilythompsonviolin@yahoo.cgror (260) 4341498.

ARTS CENTER SPACE RE CLAIMATION PROJECT UNDERWAY
By Pat Cole, Middle School Farm Manager

A variety of items have accumulated over the summer and are
temporarily being stored in the Arts Center. Additional space is
needed in the Arts Center for student use, therefore, we are looking
to dispose of the following items:

o four restaurant booths (4 person)
e several used, undehe-cabinet dishwashers
e two glass aquariums

We would appreciate a $150 donation per booth and whatever you
can afford for the other items. Contact Ben Bollinger, Properties
Manager, for more details by phoning (260) 84770 ext. 25226 or
emailingobollinger@oakfarmschool.canAll items will be sold on a
first come, first served basis and it will be the responsibility of the

purchaser to load and transport any item purchased.

Left: Four restaurant booths are available for a $150 per booth
donation.
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THE VOLUNTEER CORNER
By Patty Fulk, Volunteer Coordinator

Grandparents as Volunteers

Many grandparents have expressed interest in volunteering at Oak Farm. We would love to include our grand-
parents in our volunteer projectAs you read through the school dds new
OMont hly Vol uwwweaiarmNrgkeep 1 dnindithat grandparents might be interested in assisting
with projects. Grandparents may phone (260) 88270 ext. 25203 or emaiifulk@oakfarmschool.conto setup

a time to volunteer. We would like to develop an email contact list for Grandparents. Please contact me with

names to be added to the list.

Volunteer Opportunities After Drop  -Off or Before Pick -Up
If you are interested in volunteering for just a few minutes after drop off or a few minutes before pickup, | have
some things just for you.

1. Our chef, Jill, has dajyep work in the kitchen from 8:30- 9:15 AM (or until
11:00 AM) and from 2 3:15 PM. If you notify what day you are coming, and for how
ong, she can have something set up for you to do, whether for 15 minutes or for the

sj full morning or afternoon.
4 3

2.Name Badges 9 | am looking for someone to help make name badges. This can
be done a few minutes each day, whatever day you chose, until the task is complete.

Volunteer help is always
welcome in the kitchen.

Handy with Tools
Ben Bollinger, our Property Manager, would happily accept assistance in assembling furniture frord KM

Arts Center Rennovation

Volunteers have begun painting the interior of the Arts Ceffitex nice warm ivory color for the walls and a

beautiful taupe for the trim. We have received donations for many supplies. Black fabric curtains will be hung by
the stage (built by Middle School students and Patrick Cole, our woodworking instructor). New artwork will be
displayed on the walls, a new driveway is underway, open shelves will be arranged to showcase all of our won-

derful musical instruments, and so much more. Please contact me to be a part of this exciting project

We are looking for chairs for the Arts Center, preferably 150 that match. If you have a contact for a possible
donation, please let me know.

Summer Volunteer Testimonial

SUMMER CHICKEN CAREO We had a great time and m
ing to pet a chicken. Cora had a great time at camp. | thought it was great to have an
opportunity to see some of the grounds more up close and enjoyed being involved in
this way. | think having these types of volunteer projects is a great way for the par-
ents to feel more a part of the school, beyond just dropping and picking their chil-
dren up.

Thanks for the opportunity, it was much

Renee

Juliana and her family help
with summer chicken care.

Aany
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