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January 23, 2012              

In this issue:  
Upcoming Events                                                        

Jan. 27 Infant and Toddler Classrooms Closed 

Jan. 31 New Date! Parent Education Event:   

 Moving Up to Lower Elementary 

Feb. 1 Parent Education Event: Breakfast  and 

 Tour of Lower Elementary 

Feb. 1 Monthly Tuition Installment Due 

Feb. 2 Parent Education Event: Moving Up to 

 Upper Elementary 

Feb. 3 Parent Education Event: Breakfast  and 

 Tour of Upper Elementary 
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Letter from Judith          

Family Hoedown 

Midnight in Paris                       

New Tax Deduction                        

OFMS on Facebook 

Crossing the Bridge 

Basketball Season Wrap 

Ups 

Bus Route Survey 
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Headlines from Oak Farm Montessori School  
Our mission is to provide a Montessori environment that inspires children to reach their potential through meaningful work.  

(260) 897-4270   502 Lemper Road  Avilla, IN  46710  www.oakfarm.org  

FRO M JUDITH CUNNINGHAM,  HEAD OF SCHOOL  

Building Better Brains: The Case for Montessori  

Dr. Steve Hughes, who addressed our teachers and 

parents last week, is a neuropsychologist with a clinical 

and personal interest in Montessori education. His 

daughter is currently attending a Montessori Middle 

School Farm program. 

He writes, òMy research is directed at identifying social 

and emotional rearing environments that help to build 

better brains. We're not just interested in intelli-

genceñwe're interested in emotional wellbeing and 

social functioning, too. Ultimately, we want to show 

how to maximize the growth and development of   

children in all domains.ó 

Dr. Steven Hughesõ talk last week demonstrated how 

Maria Montessori's brain-based approach to education 

provides the best educational foundation for the               

development of academic, social, and executive                    

functions critical for advanced problem solving and 

lifetime success. He shared research studies that 

demonstrated how Montessori education is aligned 

with what we now know about brain development. 

Furthermore, his research demonstrated and proved 

how Montessori education uniquely fosters the                        

development of advanced cognitive functions, social 

cognition, empathy, and leadership. On his website, 

www.goodatdoingthings.com, Dr. Hughes has a screen-

cast of a similar talk, click  here to access it. 

At Oak Farm we work rigorously to ensure that we 

are always abreast of the most current research in 

childhood development, plasticity of the brain, and suc-

cessful learning techniques. What we learn is shared 

with our teachers through Professional Development 

programs and with our parents and the Montessori 

community through presentations such as Dr. Hughesõ. 

Funds for much of this effort are a result of the fund-

raising activities of the Parent Organization and the 

support of the Oak Farm community at our Winter 

Wonderland. Our thanks to all of you that make such 

efforts possible. 

 

New dates for parent education events:  

The Primary to Lower Elementary Moving Up parent-

education event scheduled for January 26 and 27 has 

been changed to January 31 and February 1.  

The Upper Elementary Moving Up to Middle School 

parent-education event scheduled for February 7 and 8 

has been changed to February 6 and 7.  

The times for both events will stay the same. 

http://www.oakfarm.org
http://www.goodatdoingthings.com
http://web.mac.com/stevehughesphd/GoodAtDoingThings/Selected_Screencasts.html
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