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Our mission is to provide a Montessori environment that inspires children to reach their potential through meaningful work.

FROM JUDITH CUNNINGHAM, HEAD OF SCHOOL

Celebrating the Arts

This Wednesday, May 19, we will gather together to
celebrate the arts in during our annual Arts Festival at
the Oak Farm Community Arts Center on Green
Drive. Students from Primary through Middle School
will sing, dance, drum, and play Orff ensemble instru-
ments. An art gallery of student works has been
created to showcase students’ yearlong creative
expressions.

Arts are an important part of the education of your
child at Oak Farm Montessori School because they
provide a forum for safe expression, communication,
exploration, imagination, and cultural and historical
understanding.

Let me share some of the reasons why the arts are so
important for the full development of your child:

Brain research confirms that art education
strengthens student problem-solving and critical
thinking skills, adding to overall academic achieve-
ment, school success, and preparation for the
work world.

Art classes provide students with an opportunity
to develop cognitive and creative skills, and to
develop their imaginations.

For some students, art is an area where they have
success or excel, providing an important balance
in their total educational experience.

The arts teach our students to be more tolerant

and open through multicultural and historical per-
spectives and through their involvement in the
creative process itself.

Due to the collaborative nature of art, students
develop crucial skills in cooperative decision-
making, leadership, clear communication, and
complex problem solving while working with oth-
ers.

Regular participation in the arts develops self-
confidence, self-discipline, persistence, and the
knowledge of how to make multiple revisions to
create high quality work.

The skills and experience that students develop by
learning to perform, create, and respond to works
of art provides a foundation for the kinds of liter-
acy students must have to communicate and work
successfully in our ever-changing media, technol-
ogy, and information age.

Arts education helps develop a positive work
ethic, flexibility, and pride in a job well done.

At a time when many public schools are eliminating
the arts, Oak Farm Montessori School is committed to
their inclusion for the full development of our stu-
dents.

High School Update

Earlier this semester a group of parents participated in
a parent education evening pertaining to the develop-
ment of a high school for Oak Farm. The model we
showcased, Montessori High School at University

Continued on page 2
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Circle in Cleveland, was developed by David Kahn, our partner in the development of Oak Farm’s middle school
farm program. Unlike the middle school’s rural farm setting, the high school is designed to be located within an
urban center where the students can benefit from working in apprentice-styled positions with experts in medi-
cine, science, technology, and the arts. There was strong interest among parents to initiate the work for an Oak
Farm Montessori School High School, and we all agreed that the work required would make this a five (or more)
year project.

There is a core group of three parents engaged in researching both private and public funding for the project.
We hope to have more information for you and to have David Kahn speak to you about his high school project

ANNUAL ARTS FESTIVAL PLANNED FOR MAY 19

T Plan to attend the third annual Afternoon with the Arts

’ ' Festival this Wednesday, May 19, beginning at 3:30 PM in the
Oak Farm Community Arts Center on Green Drive. The
musical performances will kick off at 4 PM with art displays
and activities wrapping up at 6 PM. Come create, listen, and
view the wide range of creative work that Oak Farm students
have participated in this past school year.

Middle school students roll out reclaimed
tires as they begin to build a sculpture.
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Bright colors transform rubber tires into a whimsical
creature.

Sage and Tristan dig together as they bury
one of several sections of the student
initiated project.

An afternoon of hard work results in great Upper elementary students install a paper garden
progress. Only a few more tires to go! to prepare for this weel(’s arts festival.
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FORT WAYNE PHILHARMONIC WIND ENSEMBLE PERFORMS

FOR OAK FARM STUDENTS | s
By Stacy Hambrook, Music Specialist

A musical richness filled the music room of Oak Farm Montessori
School on Tuesday with a visit from the Fort Wayne Philharmonic’s
Wind Ensemble. The Ensemble’s performance was an exciting event
that gave the children an opportunity to experience live music
performed by professional musicians right in their own classroom.

The presentation included performances, instrument demonstrations,
and student participation, as well as a question and answer session.
The students were treated to the story of Peter and the Wolf by five
members of Philharmonic playing woodwind and brasswind instru-
ments.

If you would like to experience symphony music as a family, the Phil’s
Youth Symphony has a concert coming up on May 25, at 7 PM, at the
Follinger Theater in Franke Park. Conductor Bradley Thachuk and the ¢ bassoon represented the grand-
Youth Symphony will end the season with a night of popular family father, as Peter and the Wolf is told
favorites. Admission is free. through music.

L p—
Members of the Fort Wayne Philharmonic Wind Students enjoyed the ensemble’s afternoon
Ensemble performance.

NEW AMERICAN YOUTH BALLET PRESENTS PETER AND THE WOLF

By Heather Miller, Art Specialist

The last visiting artist performance of the year was enjoyed by Oak Farm students last Thursday in the Victorian
Farmhouse gymnasium. The New American Youth Ballet shared their talents with students in Primary

through Middle School. The students’ demonstrations and the ballet, Peter and the Wolf, were entertaining and
educational.




MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS RETURN FROM YEAR-END TRIPS
By Sarah Venturi and Elizabeth Smith-Meyer, Middle School Teachers

Sixth-year students recently returned from their five-day trip to
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. This was an incredible op-
portunity to visit our nearest national park, and our students took
full advantage of everything that was offered. We partnered with
the Indiana Dunes Environmental Learning Center to study the
varied ecosystems of the dunes: the open beach, the fore dune, the
oak savannah, and the eastern deciduous forest. We also
experienced the dune wetlands, visiting a true bog, complete with
carnivorous plants, sphagnum moss, and rare deciduous conifers.
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Megan and Bailee journal their nature
experiences.

The students were particularly interested in the historical signifi-
cance of the area, especially its ties to the Chicago mafia. Students
participated in an experiential and historical reenactment that
introduced them to the different peoples who populated the re-
gion and influenced the Indiana Dunes over the course of time.
Students also gained a deeper understanding of the land’s geologi-
cal history, seeing evidence of how glacial advancement and retreat
shaped the topography and the biological diversity of the area.

The amount of learning that took place throughout the week was
impressive, but the most special aspects of the trip were the
personal growth of individual students and the overall
strengthening of our community. Students challenged themselves

Sixth-year students from left to right: physically, cared for one another, and organized themselves in free
lan, Matt, Megan, Bailee, Alex, Nathan, time, during meal time, and in the cabins. Upon our return,
Noah M., Mariano, and Nolan students expressed feeling a real connection to both the natural

landscape of the dunes and to their fellow classmates—a mark of a
truly successful class trip.

To complement their Humanities studies, the seventh and eighth
years traveled to Washington, DC, during the last week of April.
Before they left, the students had each selected a site, monument,
) or memorial to research and present to the class so that they

e o would all have a better understanding of the significance of the

¢ i capital. Some of the areas researched and then visited once we
arrived in Washington were the Lincoln Memorial, the Washington
Monument, the National Archives, Arlington Cemetery, the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier, John F. Kennedy’s grave, the White

Pictured in the front row (left to right) House, the Vietnam War Memorial, the Korean War Memorial,
are Caleb, Sumaiya, Rachel, Erin, and the World War Il Memorial, the Holocaust Memorial Museum, and
Braelyn. The back row (left to right) the Smithsonian Museum of American History.

includes Chandler, James, Paige, Hal,

Tristan, and Aleksander. Upon their arrival, the students spent their days sightseeing and

the evenings on recreational activities they had chosen. On the first night the students split into two groups.
One group visited Medieval Times in Baltimore, and the other chose to tour Washington on a Duck Tour, using
one of the amphibious vehicles from World War ll.  The night was rather wet and cold, yet the tour slogged on
through rush-hour Washington traffic, pointing out memorable parts of the city. The next evening could either
be spent touring the International Spy Museum or watching the struggling Baltimore Orioles beat the New York
Yankees. The night was, again, quite cold, but the game was exciting, climaxing in a run-scoring ninth inning that
almost saw the Yankees win the game. During the last night in Washington all the students chose to enjoy dinner
together at Texas de Brazil in Fairfax, Virginia. After one last stop in Pittsburgh, the students returned to the
Middle School for Friday dismissal.




MIDDLE SCHOOL HOSTS FIRST ANNUAL PLOW DAY

By Elizabeth Smith-Meyer, Middle School Teacher

The Middle School’s First Annual Plow Day was last Friday, May 21, and it was an exciting success. The DeKalb
Horsemen’s Association brought four pairs of draft horses, two pairs of mules, one pair of Norwegian Fjords,
two miniature horses, and a miniature donkey to share with the students their historic passion for using animals
rather than tractors for farm work. One [8-hand pair of Percherons named Woody and Duke plowed part of
our pumpkin patch before the excessive rain-soaked ground forced them to stop. At the same time, the mules
pulled wagons for the Elementary and Primary students to view the other activities that included a pair of
American Spotted Draft Horses grinding corn using a corn-grinder from the 1880s. There was also a chuck
wagon from the same time period, and the “cook” explained the significance of the chuck wagon to cattle drives.
After the demonstrations the men joined the students for a lunch of chili and chuck wagon stew. While some
students helped with lunch clean up, others gave tours of their school to their guests. The day concluded with an
informative parade of some of the different draft-horse breeds.

At Oak Farm we are always looking for ways to make learning outside the classroom exciting and inspiring. Our
Plow Day event is one result of that effort. Now, we are planning Oak Farm Plow Day to become an annual
event every spring when plowing needs to be done to ready our fields for planting. It is fun, it is practical and it is
a great learning experience. Due to the special nature of the event and how well the students received it, we are
planning to invite surrounding schools to enjoy this day with us next year.

Lower Elementary students learn the importance of Middle school students listen as their guest explains
the chuck wagon to cattle drives. characteristics of different breeds of horses.

GOLF TEAM WRAPS UP FIRST SEASON
By John Meiser, Erdkinder Manager, Golf Coach

Oak Farm Montessori School’s first golf team wrapped up
practice this week. Although we did not play an official match
against another school, the team did a great job improving
their skills and learning about the game of golf. Participants
ranged from 8-13 years of age and had a variety of golfing
experience. The golf team practiced every Monday and
Wednesday at Cobblestone Golf Course in Kendallville. The
students worked on skill development on the range, course
management, and golf-course etiquette. | am proud of all of
these athletes; their work ethic and willingness made our first

season successful, and they were a pleasure to instruct. Oak Farm’s golf team left to right: John
Meiser, Jake, Elijah, Carson,, lan , Reid,
Nolan




